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Thi Pufuncy offliders. ir 
Rides himfel fe an Elder ; in the ſecohd thas , The Elder 


wee may reade Acts 6.6. becauſe the word of God ſhould not beleft,and 


the people, to ſerve tables, rg ibar nap wer 
looks emt among themſel ve4 7 men of veneſt report, full of rhe b 
on of hands, who were called Elders; fo Paul Atts 14 23. when 
through ſeverall Countries fpon his being ſtoned ar Lyftrz in Licaonia, 
ordained them Elders in every Church, $in that place by all Tranſ- 
lacors being rendred Presbyters or Biſhops , men of holy Orders:to ſuc- 
reed the Apoſtics, who being thereunto thus lawfully » have Gods 
promiſe to let bus boly {ſirit reſt upon them even wats the end of the world, 
Math. 28. 20. It being promiſed to ſuch as teache els obſerve all 
things, what /orver { bave commanded you cven to / bad Commiſſi- 
on 19 12ach all N arions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the bely Ghoſt, Wee may reade likewiſe Iames - 5.14. if avy 
be ficks among you , let bins ſend for the Elder: of the Chareh, and let bim 
pray over bim, anointi WS WTITRT the word 
Elder being there tranflated Presbyter, which is of the fame (ignification 
with us, as Sacerdos was under the Law. There are many more places of 
Scriprure to prove ſpiriruall Elders in the Church ; Buc1 will briefely 
ſhut up this point with the 20 of the Ats, where ic appeares, hev Par 
at Melirms called the Elders from Epbe/as, verſe the 27. and telling them 
that they muſt ſer bis face no more, he charges them verſe the 28. thee 
ſoouldtaks brede nnto themſelves , and to all the flocks over which the 
bad made them Biſhops to feede the Church of God; by all which, 


and other Texts of Scripture , it is evident that the word Elder 
in the new Teſtament, lignifies feeding and praying Miniſters, not loyte» 
ring , lazie , Lay-Elders , Officers no more requiſite in a Church, thenn 
of drones arc uſctull in a hive of Bees;unneceflary evils, mecre 
ae tadatia bloud, who have no necde of Phleboto- 
my ; but I leave the Jewiſh Lai Aogrntta warner 
chis Office anro themſelves , their holy Fathers, their high 


ieſts endued with great ſtore of | nce, and ignorance, tells cthern 
they are inſtated into holy Orders by x#/74708i =, when with hands lifeed 
np at their dlections they rooke the Covenant , by which 


their Office, for it being on foote in Scotland, is no warrant for them 


The Infimcy of Elders. 

| ir heerdib England,che words of the Covenant being, That wes 
hr dare ro Religion GE hnrch of 
according to Gods holy word : Icavnet one Text in Seripture 
ro warrant their calling in tte Church, they Ecing Lay-men ; na. Lo 
that which ſome frame from the Levites, having ſeveral! places 
of uſt about the Temple, ſerve to prove their Office and Government, 

It is trac that in Hofer time, Gerſhon Tobarh, and Aerari, Levy his . 
three Sons, had the Office to pitch, to take downe , and to beare pp and 
downe the Tabernade, and the veflclls thereof : the Gerſhoniteschorge 
was to the coverings and hangings of the Tabernacle : the Coha- 
thites the chicfe things within the SanAtuary : and the Merarites kad - 
charge of the wood&workes , and the reſt of the inftraments of the Ta- 
bernacle ; This was their Otfice during their abode in the Wildernefſe, 
whilt they were on their Journcy, bur afterwards when they were ſer- 
led in the promiſed Land , Devidchanged their Offiee, ſome being ap- 
pointed to have charge of the Treaſure of the Temple, 1 Chron: 26.20, 
others tobe Overſcers and Judges , others to be Porters and Singers, 
Chren. 23-4. The Simyers were ts be clad in linnen rober, 2 Chron.s. 13. 
hence doe ſome argue that the government by Elders , is nomore then 
what wes in Davids tire, wh-a the Levites were. 

The Levitcs were Judgesand Overſeers , to which, objzetionT give 
this anſwer. 

God Ly hisdivine and eternall decree had appointed rhe Tribe of Le- . 
wit ferveat his Alter, and min'fter wnto the people; x5 wee finde it recor= 
ded in the 10 of Deur. verſe 8. God ſeperated the Tribe of Levi to bears 
the Arks of the ( ovenant of the Lord , andte ffaxd before the Lard to mix 
wiſfter wnte hin, and to ble ſe in big name even to this day. Ard Deut.11.and - 
the 5., The Lord thy Gad bath chojen biz ext of all thy Tribes to fand and 

in the ane of the Lord , bum and bis ſons for ever, And Aoſes in 
the 33 of Deut.verſc 8. prayer, That the Urim and Thummin of the Lord - 
be with thine bo/y One , meaning in that one of the Tribe of Levi, 
-who verſe the 10, ſhall teach Jacob thy Jndgements , and [fracl thy Law: 
by mt rl before thy face, and burnt offri thine Altar. 
is manifeſt by thoſe places of Scripture , that it was Gods holy will 
by nmr ra unberns nat ng inftated : 
onfers, by unpeſuzon of hands; and altheugh amengft there 
wereceruine eding ts which Pas! writin the 1 to Tim. 3+ 
B31 that they that have A—————————— | 
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 Gedwys in his Jew'/fh Antiquities fol.22 obſerver,as when they'had been 


2 moneth initiated , they were to be preſented unto God, Numb. 3.15, 
and they were conſccrated by ympoſition of hands,at 25 yeeret old,Num. 
8.24-And they were to carry the Tabernacle up & downe from 30 to 50, 
and afrerwards they were to overſce and inſtiuft the yonger Levices in 
the manner of Biſhops ; but they were fromthe firſt to be inſtated in ho- 
ly Orders , and ther capable to be Overſeers ot Biſhops a8 they laboured 


to geta degree, 
| =o nll will te fo lilly as to feYow our new. Presbyte- 
rian Dodtrine, which perſwade that our government in Church by Lay» 
Elders, is no mere but this, which our hughly beneficed Brethren cry 4 
loud in their Pulp'its s For know, Reader, there is ro Analogy berwixt 
the Levites and Lay-Elders. For fiſt Cod appointed the one to ferve at 
his Altar, but the other hath ro calling thercunto: and Wheress God ap 
ited Aſoſes to affemble 50 Elaers 16 beare part of the Government with 
Tp the was enly m temporal affaires, not in Cturch marters. Aﬀoſe# 
was overÞurthened with being toth King and Prieſt , | of which T have 
ſhewed yeu before. 

Seccnely , rhcfe which had any calling or Office to ſerve in the Tent- 
ple, were ir.ſtarcd in koly Orders, being cenſecrated by the impoſitienof 
hands of the fitſt bome;or ſcrs of 1ſrac), the repreſentative Charch, Fue 
theſe Lay-Eldersarenot acmirred into Holy Orders, rorare their hands 
filled with any thing ſave underhand bribes, which the people te prevent 
their utter ruine,are forced to give them to purchaſe their faverr and 
friendſhip , in Anoge of pert ing tyrannicall Pregby terian Goyern« 
ment ; fo thatit is evident coany indifferent judgement , that the new 

created Elders of our dayes , bave nothing to doe in cur Church as ſpiri 
tuall Elders. Iallowe that there tray be in ſeverall States both civilland 
ſpiricualt- Elders ; bur the civill Elders are not to meddleand joyne with 
tricall in Church fires » Which is the next thing in order1 am to 
There were in Iſrael faith Mr. Gedwine in his Jewiſh Antiquities fol. 
197: wwe Confiſtories or Courts of juſtice ; the one chicfely tor Church 
bulineſſe, cheorter for the affaires of the Cemmon- wealth : The ſpirit» 
tuall Con{ftory rermed cv: 053.2 Synagogue,the ſecular conſiſtory ter» 
acd gu#iSyivr,x Counfell, and this civill Court conſifted of 71 , the odds 
one being to ſupply the roome ot Adeſes over the firſt 70. Mr. Paretas .. 
in his Pilgrimage 11'z , and TART 2 hFG , dan che Cone 

3 


44... oc Ba lt. cud#tt cM % 


1» The Infancy- of 'Bldets. 
at condernned Chriſt , there were the whole number of 77. And 
twe Courts were ſeverall in their , remote each from orher ; 
ute cn diſcufſable before them, & frenlland difintne- 
turcs and quallities; as , aura pohoarnyetont roam oe 
the Court belonged matters ſpiritual 
matters civil or criminal; ns 
muy baſes 


Cityes of Judah ſecular Judges to por ore pen 
ſcs,and at Jeruſalem he appointed a ſpirituall Court conſiſting of Levites, 
Fiefts, and the chicfe Fathers of Iſrael : «marie the high Prieſt bei 
Sick manes prey xe te Lohan Zube ines criminal 
piricuall Conre was, fait odwin, the rc 
xdancung , Puree fr prog wer of excommunication: Arts, ot 
Cram Matkew 1816 dic Fecleſia, This forme ot diflin& government 
in matters. and ſpiricuall , is in moſt States of Chriſtendome, 
boy pos ( till of late the Presbyterian party contrived to bring all into 2 
Concointed Oy ao England. woe having Da ngs ons 7 
Courts. The one not being to meddle in any matter which ax 2 he 
edinthe canulance of the other ; for if they did, from 
Court was a writ of prohibition ifſucable to tay the proceed as och 
{pirituall : And if it appeared,the marter belonged to he par 
2 writ of conſulcation-was direfted forth to the ſpiricual:Coure/ as pro 
ceede in the buſinefſe ; fo that it is manifeſt they were nox t6 joyne to= 
gether in judicacure ;. for although before in this treatiſe, I have 
you that.the high Prieſt did amongſt the Jewes ſit in the Sanhedrin of El- 
Es it was becauſe. he was « man excellently learned in the Talmud; for 
cele belecve Mr G-dwine he tells us that the high Priclk fate there ne- 
cc{larily , is an crrous, for he was not cleted into thar company , unleſſe 
he was a man of extragrdinary wildome , for be was Judge in te Syna- 
IN wagon afd, to meddle in the Sanhedrin ; and for my 


Oe yon ek coulliecis abing erker in one Aſem- 
fle Math. 26.3. when-t kb 2d 26 the death of 
» verſe 5. they conſulted t ragdes. ante 4 2 u! by ſubtlety and 


of his ſuffrings s before them, Math-16-21- —— _— 
n/alcvs ' and joffor many rhinge of the akdere, and Cbiefe Priefts , and 
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old Proverb-, gg Agquilone : Bur becauſe comming from 
Scotland chey would finde the better entertainment in England : Ithe- 
ag trot d 1 mp ire ru OR orgs » which like ſomary 
Larks dare Scotch Hobbies, & in a cowardly feare ſhroud their 
carcaſcs in ruſh-billes, and there lie,ſuffering the ' to ruffe themof 
all cheir feathers, ſuch as thoſe would for tcare give them the berter en-= 
tertanement. 


— Nor cantheir wiſdomes blame theChriſtians, who for defence of their 


Juſt treedames, and of conſcience, withour any ſiniſter ſhall 
to chaſe this new tyrany forth 
their wiſdomes bur ducly examine their +». hcere they would 
plindyifind;i is for po ocher end. And withall would their grave judge 
L SZ 5 MXn5- 
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' Lord, their 


divers 
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direfted hicher to ſertle and make a conſtant 


wn conhdent their Honours : 
backe inro Scetland 

therepite hometo-Geneva; which that they mary doe. PR" 

[ The Lord whois Ralerof all mens hearts , didate thisto his ſervants 

im the Parlrament , that they may puc their helping hands to this 

ad thenthe Lord proſper the werke of heir has; Ob proſper hom 


will bara onereaſan more, why the «Elders are T 
Je incke Guaitnall confifionys end erat beaver eons 
» and their Suc- 


the Church of Greece, which oſephns, faith William HMalmerhnry in his 

booke ds Awriquitate Claſemte Meneſterii, wasburyed at Glaſſcnburys 

and fobs Bale following the Authority of Gylde , and other Englith 

Writers, faith thar it was Joſeph of eArimarbes, and sbout this time did 
of this Nation reccive the Chriſtian fairh,and were ized. 

Not long after all Authors agree that Laciws King of this Iſle , ſent 
Fl. wherins of Rome «ano (brifti x not promiſing any ſab- 
Jetion ro his Sec,(that ner deſired,only upon King Hen. 
ry the ſecond in Berkyes ) bur withfuch as were pricked 
n minde, As 2. 37. Afen axd Brethren what foal wer dos tobe ſaved? | 

Elemberins underſtanding the defiresof King 
and to profefſe and mamtzine the Chriftian R 


Paich, 


Y 


Sag 


—onn; VIDS wee 
of ſoutes unto Chriſt, und abaroll might be 


meuth-ſhire.- This Biſhopricke of Catleon was aftcr reinoved thence to 
St. Davids in Wales, thence into Normandy. Yorke continues Metro- 
politan ſtill , London was rranſkueed to Canterbury by «Asffizethe 
Monke . Lambert in his ulation of Kene fol.6 2. 

And although the Engliſh Saxons had noe received the till B- 
#helberts tirce,in whoſe Raigne Gregory the Pope ypon occaſion of ſeeing 
ſweet faced boyes tobe ſould in the Market , and mquiring of them 
what Nation and Conntrey they were, he was tokd they were Angliand 
of the Province of Deira, their Kings name being «Als, to which Gregs- - 

77 replied, well may they be called Angh 4 Doi ira liberands,to fing Hal- - 
Iekujth unto theLord ; whereupon «Aſtin the Menke was ſent over 
and preached in Echelbert his Kingdome to the Engliſh Saxons at. Can» 
rerbury, eAwno (drifts 596. 

Yet reverend Beds, and divers others reſtifie that the Britons, whe by 
wth Chia pany were beaten hence into Waleg,embra- - 

EE EEnS 
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be warranted by Gods 
eel werbrormerdat I ſhould digreſſe ſo far from 
my for vindication of oy to be by Lavine 
rſt Chriſtian citabliſhed in this Land , 1 mighe fay they were 
eras bo 71 et 
n to prove our Church by Apeſt'es 
T bpby il —— — Fart en 
of Roms infer tes (ich thn mark propugt- - 
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! a a9 vindioun ; Tum oo welt 
touphold pa ct armed inward- 
x y with argument : uns 7c F-apr prunt rn 
.(I carengt who wonder at me, let them be wondring till , and in their 
. wonder ſnarle at me) I would rather be {nbzet to moderate Epi 


Epiſcopacy, 
par Gao Bardpres 85 ſhould not Lord it over 
Gods Heritage;fur wee our Saviour 4 Fares and Jobx,Mar. 
10.42.Luke 22-25- When tbe one deſired to fir on bus right band, the other 
on bu left, in his Kingdome, ſaying , 7 be Kings of the Gentiles beare rule 
over them, and their great ones excerciſe Authority mpon thew , but it ſhall 
not be ſo amongſt you, 
_ Such Epiſcopacy asſhould have no temporall honour or office to with- 
draw them from their ſpiricuall fun&tion, there being appointed in every 
. Connty one tor Biſhop , who with his Aſſembly of Di- 
. vines of that ſhoald governe the Church, and decree Eccleſiaſti- 
call Cauſes z 1 ſay ſuch Epiſcopacy I would rather embrace, and ſubmit 
unto it,then a company of ignorant Elders; for beter it were to be go- 
verned with prudence and knowledge , pe rot nan. ny arm 
rtwothings, incidentioour Lay-Elders, and this were agreeable to the 
wotd of Gol, the power of the keyes or of Eccleſiaſticall arp wn 
ing giyeq ta the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors,, Apoltles, and Mini 
not Lay-Elders; I fay the power of the keyes being given to all the A- 
poltles.in general}, not ro Perer only as is affirmed by {ajetes in his book 
de primate Remane Eccleſia cap. 5. and by Jerome in his firſt booke a- 

foviniznss, qued ſine dubio omnes Apoſtoli a ('brifts, > non a Petro 
claves, And the Holy Ghoſt is plaine in it, whatſoever yee 
bind an earth, ſhall be brundin Heaven, Mach. 18-18. and the 1 of the 
Corinth. 5-4, 17# the nan of our Lord } ſens Chrift when yee ave gathered 
together , and wy ſpirit with the power of oxr Lard Jeſus Chriſt,to deliver 
ſuch an one ants Satan , 6, And Joh-20.23+ Chriſt carge and ſtood in 
the midſt of his Diſciples after his relurreRtion, and ſaid pracy be wnto you, 
rective yee the Holy Ghoſt, prove y tinbagt ney rouge wager 
ante them cc. All which places of Scripture plainely that the 
keyes were given to all che Apoſtles in generall, inthe 16 of Ma» 
thew,chey were given to Peter alone, that is to be [faith one, | 
that Petey wes to have power over the reſt of the Diſciples, bur as to0- 
thers their power wazall alike. And Chyiſt in the 2$of Math 19. dicle- 
pacing thiapoveermato the Apollies io general Ndebrmr gi andranch al F 


are, © 
have been a lintle too tedicus in this particular, bat 
pardor, it wavonlyro fſhew who have Eccloliaticall power, and 
comedic inthe Charch, nadir is plaine they are the'A 
their Saecefſors, men lawfully ordained,and baving a la 
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_ St. Pal | to be admiticd therennto; unlk wreak 'o 
this tophturvy tiwe of ours , ſend cur grave , wiſe DoQtorsto the 
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CUNSEI IC hove ornyhns hr; 
which with much zeale were de 


walking Images , repreſent 
4 DE 
ſence they are not Elders, grave,-wiſc 
a5 1 have ſhewed you;end admit they were, yetihey are Lays 
,not troely Church Officers, as ſpiriuall Eldery, and are,aot to 
Elders in any Chwcbeffares 4- fo that for the, 
to wotſhip them as Elders , orreciſaup betogathant, | is:9 
Idolatry ; to prevent the occaſion uf which, good King He-. 
acHiab txuled the brezen Serpent ( which was fet up. tor « good end 
ONO RoI Gat wen —— = ppp, 5 Numbers 21.) 8 5e, 
z 2 of Kings 18 

m of which med AR; a8aiſoin commilastian of 
e of England, groaning, ander the Tyragny and 
| A in edrber ry; Commiſſion Coort , | hope our happy 
hicherrs have ſhewen themſelves wilung 
p, will not in this time i 
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people ofthis one and only grievance j 
roman + 0. by Gods Law, nerthe Lawes 


furth hear 
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undertakings; the wich thatthey 
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a Nation , out carrent Eoglifh, but 

lawfully deny, and { amcoofident the wiſe and judicious e 
rioofly coofidering this will oot with the yong Daterell Birds be in- 
ticed with chaffe ro be caught io this net , though never ſo privily - 
laicd, but will beare « ; free , ll he ſee them fail 
in their owne miſchicfcs, and inthe ſaare which 
they have privily laid for others , ard if unadviſedly through igno» 
rance he bath ſuffered bimſelfe to be drawen in to conſent unto this 
nr yet he will in time uciotangle himſcife from the bon- 
ge thereof, | L 


trad; ion ts whe Ihove ban welt hin 
on to gvatomize the tyranny of him,and 1 
In the meace time what ] have beere writ hall ſuffice , hoping . 
ſhortly to hebre that this Government will be aboliſhed, fo that wee 

cr meraphprnacy Ayr os nr os it in words, nor 
with Peter to [word to cut . High Prieff rare > - 
Alalcns, who had be lived til now wonld have beene, c lea-- 
Hobby « | 


der in this teawe of Lay- Elders, but Iay I-bope to 
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